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Coordinating Criminal Justice Computer Information Systems

Teresa W. Carns structure, prison population and technologit electronically to Corrections, Public

According to a report recently preparediiffered greatly from the current situation.Safety, the Department of Law, and the Pub-
for the Judicial Council, Alaska might be-Moreover, the systems of the various depatic Defender Agency. However, under the
gin the twenty-first century with a criminal ments, even when adequate for their indeurrent system, essential conviction infor-
justice information system which couldvidual needs, seldom can communicate wittmation is transmitted in paper forms, with
serve as a model in the rest of the countrydne another. This inability to communi-varying degrees of speed and efficiency, to
the state adopts recommendations made i&ate leads to inefficiency. other agencies. Employees at the other
cently to the legislature and the Criminal The Department of Corrections is in theagencies then must manually type the in-
Justice Working Group. Wolfe and Associworst position with a computer system thatormation into the various computer sys-
ates prepared these recommendations for ttiates back over twenty years. It must manems, sometimes months later, with the risk
legislature under a contract to the Alaskage a large and expanding prison popul@f data entry errors that accompany manual
Judicial Council. tion, as well as a budget well oversystems.

Since the early 1970s, state agencies ha$&00,000,000 per year, with what is essen-
discussed sharing data and connecting theially a paper information system. The great 3. The criminal justice agencies are
computer systems, but each attempt h&xpense and chance for serious mistakesrking together to improve the system.
ended with little progress made. The Wolfereated by managing such a complicated
and Associates report reviews the existingrganization without an adequate computer All agencies are participating in inter-
systems for each department, sets a frameformation system makes a compellingagency groups designed to identify and re-
work for making decisions about coordinatease for implementing the systemwidesolve critical integration issues. The Crimi-
ing the sharing of information, discusseshanges we suggest. nal Justice Working Group, the Computer
available technologies, and recommends While the computer information systemPolicy Coordination Group, and the Crimi-
that Alaska move from its existing reliancewithin the Department of Public Safety beshal Justice Information Systems Technical
on a combination of mainframes and inserves the needs of its department, even thisers Group meet regularly, with staff sup-
house PC systems to networked client/serveystem needs improvements. Specificallport from the Alaska Judicial Council. The
computers. What follows is a summary oDPS needs a new fingerprint identificatiorDivision of Information Services in the
the findings of the study and its recommersystem. The Court System’s informatiorDepartment of Administration has defined
dations. system is comprehensive in theory; howevethe requirements for and is working to

the software is only now being written. Themplement a statewide backbone telecom-
1. The current criminal justice com- Department of Law’s system is outdated anshunications network that would allow

puter information systems are, to vary- not as useful as it should be. agencies using different computer systems
ing degrees, inadequate even for indi- to communicate with one another. As al-
vidual departments. 2. The computer systems of the sepa-ready noted, the Alaska Court System is
rate departments are not coordinated.  designing a state-of-the-art management

The state designed and acquired many system and the Department of Public Safety

parts of the current systems twenty or more Many, though not all, of the subparts ohas significantly improved the identifica-
years ago, when the demographics, stafdaska’s criminal justice computer systemsion of offenders and has provided leader-
should work together. Each departmerghip in implementing change.

processes the same criminals, collects much
HIGHLIGHTS : X . .
of the same information about them, and in 4. Unless improvements are made,
INSIDE THIS ISSUE S . : . . . )
many situations needs information availablélaska faces substantial and increasing
« The Bureau of Justice Statistics examines only from other agencies. Nonetheless, theroblems.
characteristics of female state prison in- departments have separate systems that for
mates (page 2). the most part do not communicate. Inadequate case management systems
« The Bureau of Justice Statistics presents An example of problems presented by theompromise important functions of Alaska’s
data on guns and crime victimization in lack of communication is revealed in thecriminal justice system. With the current
the U.S. (page 5). handling of information about an offender’ssystem, child care centers and other employ-
. conviction. Ideally, the court would imme-ers cannot obtain reliable criminal history
« The Justice Center presents data on guns . S
o diately enter the conviction into a court case
and crime in Alaska (page 7).
management computer system and transfer Please se€omputer Systemgpage 4
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A BJS Report
Women in Prison

The number of women in state prisonshose women. It provides details on offensesharacteristics of state prison inmates, cur-
grew 75 per cent from yearend 1986 tand criminal histories, and it also depictsent offenses and sentences, characteristics
yearend 1991, reaching almost 39,000 lyhe women'’s personal characteristics anaof victims of violent inmates, criminal his-

June 1991. At that time women were 5.Backgrounds. tories, prior drug and alcohol use and treat-
per cent of all prisoners, up from 4.7 per The Bureau of Justice Statistics conment, and health care services provided in
cent in 1986. ducted the 1991 Survey of Inmates of Stafgrison. Similar surveys occurred in 1974,

Relying on responses to questions in incorrectional Facilities in 277 prisons nal1979, and 1986.
terviews with a nationally representativaionwide. At each facility, inmates were Most of the female state prison inmates
sample of state inmates, this report describebosen systematically from the day’s roswere over age 30, at least high school gradu-
ter. Through personal interviews withates or holders of a GED, and members of a

13,966 inmates, about 94 per cent of thosacial or ethnic minority. Large majorities
R BJS selected, data were collected on individualere unmarried, mothers of children under
Re OI"[S Table 1. Characteristics of State Prison Inmates, by Sex,
p 1991 and 1986
. . Percent of inmates
In addition to the report summarized 1001 1992
in the accompanying article, the
following recent studies and reports Females Males Females Males
from the Bureau of Justice Statistics Number of inmates 38796 672,847 19812 430,604
are available from the Alaska Justice Race/Hispanic origin
Statistical Analysis Unit:
White non-Hispanic 36.2% 35.4% 39.7% 39.5%
“ . Black non-Hispanic 46.0 455 46.0 45.2
Pretrial Relf,:ase of Fe_der._al Felony Hispanic 14.2 16.8 107 12.7
Defendants,” an examination of the Othera 36 23 o5 o5
likelihood of pretrial release in fed- Ade
eral courts, NCJ-145322. g
o L . 17 or younger 0.1% 0.7% 0.2% 0.5%
“Criminal Victimization,” a report 18-24 16.3 21.6 223 26.9
based on the annual National Crime 25-34 50.4 455 50.5 45.5
Victimization Survey report, NCJ- 35-44 255 226 19.6 19.4
144776 45-54 6.1 6.6 55 52
' 55 or older 1.7 3.2 1.8 25
“Using NIBRS Data to Analyze Vio- Median age 31 years 30years 29 years 29 years
lf(';'ni gr/;ﬁe, /f;m ;/j/t/a/ rezportthon l(/he Marital status
irst data collection under the Na-
. . . Married 17.3% 18.1% 20.1% 20.4%
tional Incident-Based Reporting Sys- ame ° ° ° °
Widowed 5.9 1.6 6.7 1.6
tem, NCJ-144785. Divorced 19.1 184 205 180
« p o ; ” Separated 125 5.9 11.0 5.8
Prosecuting Criminal Enterprises, Never married 451 55.9 417 54.3
an examination of the application of -
federal criminal enterprise statutes Education
which specifically target criminal 8th grade or less 16.0% 19.6% 16.5% 20.9%
behavior conducted like a legitimate ~ Some high school 458 46.2 49.7 50.6
business. NCJ-142524 High school graduate 22.7 21.9 19.1 17.7
’ ’ Some college or more 155 12.3 14.8 10.8
“Ca,tIJita/ I?unis?ment 1992," th(,ec afgl- Pre-arrest employment
nual statistical examination of the Employed 46.7% 68.5% 47.1% 70.1%
application of the death penalty, i
' Parttime 11.0 12.0 10.0 1.7
“Federal Drug Case Processing, Unemployed 53.3 315 52.9 300
1982-91," information on court case Looking 19.2 16.2 220 178
processing for federal drug offend- Not looking 34.1 15.3 30.9 12.2
ers, NCJ-144392. Note: In 1991, data were missing on marital status for 1.1% of cases, on education for 0.8%, and pre-
“National Judicial Reporting Pro- arrest employment for 0.7%. In 1986, data were missing for race and Hispanic origin for 0.4% of
” . cases, on education for 0.4%, on marital status for 0.1%, and on pre-arrest employment for 0.5% of
gram, 1990,” a description of the cases.
numb,er and characteristics _Of felons a. Includes Asians, Pacific Islanders, American Indians, Alaska Natives, and other racial groups.
convicted in state courts in 1990, b. Based on highest grade completed.
NCJ-145323. Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics.
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victimized a relative, intimate, or someone
Table 2. Most Serious Offense of State Prison Inmates, by else they knew.
Sex, 1991 and 1986

Family Characteristics
Percent of prison inmates

1991 1992 e Two-thirds of the women had at least
Females Males Females Males one child younger than 18; altogether, they
) were mothers to more than 56,000 minor chil-
Number of inmates 38,462 665,719 19,761 430,151 dren.
Violent offenses 322 47.4 40.7 55.2  An estimated 46 per cent of women with
Murdera 1.7 105 13.0 11.2 mi_nor children said they talked with those
Negligent manslaughter 34 1.7 6.8 3.0 children on the phone at least once a week;
Kidnaping 0.4 1.2 0.9 17 45 per cent had contact by mail at least once
Rape 04 37 0.2 4.5 aweek; and nine per cent were visited by their
Other sexual assault 1.3 6.2 0.9 4.7 children.
F*A":St;eurﬁ Z'S 12'2 12'613 zgi « More than half reported their minor chil-
Other violont® 11 05 12 08 dren were living with grandparents; a quar-
ter, with the father.
Property offenses 28.7 246 412 305 « About 47 per cent of the women reported
Burglary 4.5 129 5.9 17.0 having an immediate family member who had
Larceny/theft i 4.5 14.7 5.6 been in jail or prison. About 35 per cent had
MOtO“’eh'C'iiggrf]‘ (1"3 53 (1)2 é';‘ brothers and ten per cent had sisters who had
Fraud 10.2 24 17.0 3.2 been incarcerated.
Stolen property 1.0 14 1.6 2.0
Other property® 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.5 Please se8JS, page 4
Drug offenses 32.8 20.7 12.0 8.4
Possession 11.8 7.3 4.0 2.9
Trafficking 19.8 13.0 7.3 5.3
Other/unspecified 1.3 0.4 0.7 0.2 AlaSka
Public order offenses 5.7 7.0 5.1 5.2 \] ustice
Weapons 05 1.9 0.9 15 Forum
Other public order 5.1 5.1 4.3 3.7
Other offenses 0.6 0.4 0.9 0.7 Editor: Antonia Moras
Editorial Board: John Angell, Allan Barnes,
Alloffenses 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 Cliff Bryant, Robert Congdon, Richard Cur-
Note: Excludes an estimated 7,462 inmates in 1991 and 505 inmates in 1986 for whom offense tis, Roger Miller, Lisa Rieger, Nancy E.
was unknown. Detail may not add to total because of rounding. Schafer, Lawrence Trostle

a. Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. Typesetting and Layout: Melissa S. Green

b. Includes blackmail, extortion, hit-and-run driving with bodily injury, child abuse, and criminal
endangerment.

c. Includes destruction of property, vandalism, hit-and-run driving without bodily injury, trespassing,
and possession of burglary tools.

d. Includes escape from custody, driving while intoxicated, morals and decency, and
commercialized vice.

Justice Center, John Angell, Director

Alaska Justice Statistical Analysis Unit, Allan
Barnes, Director

Published quarterly by the Justice Center and

Source:  Bureau of Justice Statistics. the Alaska Justice Statistical Analysis Unit

at the University of Alaska Anchorage, 3211

age 18, and daughters who had grown uriminal Histories Providence Drive, Anchorage, AK 99508;
in homes without both parents present. (907) 786-1810; fax 786-7777.

Before entering prison a large percentage ¢ Nearly half of all women in prison were

. - . . © 1994 Justice Center,
of the women had experienced physical arurrently serving a sentence for a nonvig

University of Alaska Anchorage

sexual abuse. lent offense and had been convicted in the ISSN 0893-8903
In addition, data from the survey reveapast for only nonviolent offenses. Nearly The Bureau of Justice Statistics. U.S. De
the following points. two—thwd; of all f_emale inmates had two o partment of Justice, provides approximately
fewer prior convictions. thirty-five per cent of the funding for this pub-
Current Offenses e About 71 per cent of all state femalq jication.

The opinions expressed are those of individual
authors and may not be those of the Justice
" Center or the Bureau of Justice Statistics.

» The expanding population of womerbation or incarceration, including 20 pe
who served a sentence for a drug offengent who had served a sentence as a juje
accounted for more than half of the totahile.
growth' violent offenders. a fifth. The University of Alaska provides equal edu-

« In 1991, ten per cent of female inmate¥ictims of Violent Inmates cation and employment opportunities for all
were in prison for fraud (which includes re.gard'essmrzc.e' f)‘?l'.‘t’r' re"g'tort"”at'oni'/_ort"

. In, sex, age, disapllity, or status as a viet-
forgery and embezzlement), down from 17 « Nearly two-thirds of the women gam_eraorgdisabbd Ve{eran.
per cent in 1986. serving a sentence for a violent crime haj

prisoners had served a prior sentence to p:r-
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BJS
. Table 3. Family Structure, Incarceration of Family Members,
(continued from page 3) y y
and Parental Abuse of Alcohol or Drugs Reported by
Drugs and Alcohol Use State Prison Inmates, 1991
« Almost half of the women in prison re- . per cent of
e : . Per cent of female inmates male inmates
ported committing their offense under the in- _ S—
fluence of drugs or alcohol. All2 White Black Hispanic All2
* More than half of women in prison inf - Number of inmates 38630 13,969 17,739 5521 669,578
1991 had used drugs in the m_onth before the Person(s) lived with most of time while growing up
current offense. About two-fifths had use
drugs dain. Both parents 42.0 55.1 319 40.3 43.1
« The percentage of women who used c¢- Mother only 389 293 461 410 392
caine or crack in the month before their off Father only 34 31 39 38 4.0
) ; Grandparents 9.3 6.1 11.3 10.3 7.6
fense increased from 23 per cent in 1986 {o Other relatives 3.0 1.1 47 o8 3.0
36 per cent in 1991. Friends 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.4
Foster home 1.8 2.7 15 0.8 15
This article is based on the Bureau of Jug- Agency or institution 0.8 11 0.6 0.2 0.8
tice Statistics report “Women in Prison,” Other 0.5 05 05 0.2 0.5
NCJ-145321. Copies of the entire report arg Ever lived in a foster home, agency, or institution while growing up
a_lva|lable through the A_Iaska Justice Statig- No 828 78.9 85.9 856 827
tical Analysis Unit, Justice Center. Yes 17.2 211 141 14.4 173
Family member ever incarcerated
Index Available No 53.4 61.1 473 53.0 63.1
Yes® 46.6 38.9 52.7 47.0 36.9
) o Spouse 18 31 11 14 0.2
A title, author, and subject index of vol- Mother 4.0 35 45 3.6 15
umes 1 through 10 of thaska Justice| Father 7.8 10.9 5.4 6.7 6.3
Forumis now available to the public. THe Brother 35.1 26.1 420 35.9 30.9
Alaska Justice Forunvas originally pub- Sister 100 5.6 124 146 42
lished from May 1977 to June 1979 (V(J- Child 16 13 16 2.3 0.2
umes 1-3). It resumed publication with Parent/guardian abused alcohol or drugs
Vqume_4, Number 1 in Spring 1987 ug- No 66.4 577 74.0 67.1 735
der a different format. Please mail rf- Yes 33.6 423 26.0 329 26.5
quests for the index to: Alcohol only 26.3 32.7 20.7 25.4 21.9
Drugs only 1.6 1.0 2.0 2.2 0.8
Publication Specialist Both alcohol and drugs 5.7 8.6 3.2 5.2 3.6
. .Justlce Center Note: Excludes 3,435 inmates for whom information on family history was missing.
University of Alaska Anchorage | cludes Asians. Pacific Islanders. American Indianc. Alacka Nati Soth .
. . a. Incluaes Asians, Paclliic Islanders, American Indians, Alaska Natives, and other racial groups.
3211 Providence Drive b. Detail add to more than total because more than one family member may have been incarcerated.
Anchorage, AK 99508
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Computer Systems interstate exchange of criminal historyfind it more friendly than existing programs,
(continued from page 1) records, and the convicted alien reportingnd that it could interact with other soft-

program of the Immigration and Natural-ware and programs more readily than the
records needed to identify convicted childzation Service (INS). present system does.

molesters and felons who apply for jobs. The Wolfe & Associates report to the The Alaska Judicial Council has sent the
Social service agencies cannot adequatelydicial Council recommends that the stateecommendations to the legislature and the
screen felons from foster care and other praaove gradually during the next five yearCriminal Justice Working Group for action.
grams. Moreover, the courts cannot accdirom its present systems to new client-serveill Cotton, Executive Director of the Judi-
rately apply presumptive sentencing guideapplications, new case management systemwigl Council, expects agencies to take many
lines because the state cannot always cdp+ the Departments of Law and Correctionssteps on their own and has noted that an
ture the offender’s full criminal history. completion of the courts’ work on buildinginteragency technical users’ group already

While the Department of Public Safetynew case management systems, livescan fimas adopted standards for entry of com-
has significantly improved identification gerprinting with a new system for storagenon data elements, such as name and birth
processing, the inadequacy of the stateznd transmission of fingerprints, and a statelate. Other groups, including a policy-level
current fingerprint identification systemwide communications network. Most ex-interagency committee, will decide how to
compromises Alaska’s ability to identify fel-isting programs would eventually be redeimplement those recommendations directed
ons who avoid detection by using an aliasigned to run on the new computer networlat existing programs. Any organization
Also, a new fingerprint identification sys-The report notes that the proposed systewishing to assist in this effort should con-
tem is needed in order for the state to fullwould give the state flexibility in taking tact Bill Cotton at the Judicial Council.
comply with federal programs such as thadvantage of new, more powerful and lesBeri Carns is senior staff associate with the
Brady Bill, the Child Protection Act, the expensive technologies, that users wouldlaska Judicial Council.
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BJS Crime Data
Guns and Crime

In 1992 offenders armed with handgun
committed approximately 931,000 violen
crimes. Handgun crimes accounted for abopit
13 per cent of all violent crimes. As mea| 20 1
sured by the National Crime Victimization
Survey (NCVS), the rate of nonfatal handgu
victimizations in 1992—4.5 crimes per 1,00
people age 12 or older—supplanted t
record of 4.0 per 1,000 in 1982.

On average per year in 1987-1992, abot
62,200 victims of violent crime, about one p
cent of all victims of violence, used a firear
to defend themselves. Another 20,300 us¢d
a firearm to defend their property during
theft, household burglary, or motor vehiclg
theft.

For 1987-1992 victims reported an annuxl
average of about 341,000 incidents of firear

Figure 1. Handgun Crime Victimization Rates, 1979-1992

16 Serious violent crime*

000 population

12 4

ations per 1

of victimiz

mber

5 Handgun crime

theft. Because the NCVS asks for types, btz 4 f___\/\/\—_/
not a count, of items stolen, the annual total

of firearms stolen probably exceeded the
number of incidents.

0 T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
Violent Crime Rates 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Unlike the record rate of handgun crimek * Serious violent crime includes rape, robbery, and aggravated assault. Excludes homicides.

in 1992. the overall rates for violent crimes$ Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey 1979-1992.

were well below the 1981 peaks. (Except black mal inued 1o be th ¢ all viol . h
where nOtEd,thisartide excludes homiCideS, . YOUng ack males continued to be théwo per cent of all violent CrlmeS). In three

which NCVS does not measure.) The totégopula_tion s.ub.grpup.most vulnerable to hangber cent o_f handgun crimes, about 21,000 a
1992 rate for rape, robbery, and aggravat n crime victimization. For males age 16year, the victim was wounded. (An a_dd_|t|onal

and simple assault was 35 p’er 1.000 perso% the rate for blacks (40 per 1,000 personapnual average of 11,100 were victims of

compared to 39 per 1,000 in 19é1. The 19 as four times that of whites (10 per 1,000)homicide by handgun). The offender shot at,

rate of 17 per 1,000 for the more seriou§°" males age 20-24 the rate for blacks (28ut missed, the victim in 14 per cent of hand-

crimes (rape, robbery, and aggravated assai§’ 1,000) was three times that of whites (un crimes.

was also less than the 20 per 1,000 in 198R€" 1,000).

Self-defense with Firearms
; i ; When Offenders Fired at Victims
Most Likely Victims of Handgun Crime  Thirty-eight per cent of the victims de-
» Offenders fired their weapon in 17 per

» Males were twice as likely as females to ] .
y ent of all nonfatal handgun crimes (or about Please se&uns and Crime page 6

be victims of handgun crimes, and black§

three times as likely as whites.
Table 2. Handgun Crime Victimization, 1987-1992
Table 1. Crimes Committed with Average annual rate of crimes committed with handguns per 1,000 persons.*
Handguns, 1987-1992 - -
Male victims Female victims
Annual average, Age of victim White Black Total White Black Total
1992 1987-1991
— 12-15years 3.1 14.1 5.0 2.1 4.7 25
Homicide 13,200 10,600 16-19 years 95 39.7 14.2 3.6 13.4 5.1
Rape 11,800 14,000 20-24 years 9.2 29.4 1.8 35 9.1 4.3
Robbery 339,000 225,100 25-34 years 4.9 12.3 5.7 2.1 9.0 3.1
Assault 566,800 417,300 35-49 years 2.7 8.7 3.3 1.4 3.3 1.7
50-64 years 1.2 35 15 0.7 1.6 0.8
Total 930,700 667,000 65 or older 0.6 3.7 08 0.2 23 03
Note: Detail may not add to total because of All ages 3.7 14.2 4.9 1.6 5.8 21
rounding.
o . * Rate per 1,000 persons age 12 or older in each age category. Rates do not include murder or
Homicide data is from the Federal Bureau of nonnegligent manslaughter committed with handguns. The totals include persons of other races not
Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports. shown separately.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Based on Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Based on data from the National Crime
data from the National Crime Victimization Survey. Victimization Survey.
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Gun‘?. anddC;rIme 5 Table 3. Victimizations in Which Victims Used Firearms to
(continued from page 5) Defend Themselves or Their Property, 1987-1992
fending themselves with a firearm attackef Victim attacked  Victim threatened

the offender, and the others threatened the offender offender Total
offender with the weapon.

» A fifth of the victims defending Violent crime 25,500 36,700 62,200
themselves with a firearm suffered an injury, With injury 7,300 4,900 12,100
compared to almost half of those whg Without injury 18,200 31,800 50,000
defend_ed themselves with weapons other Theft, burglary,
than a firearm or who had no weapon. (Cafe motor vehicle theft 5,100 15,200 20,300
should be used in interpreting these data — 20,600 1900 52,500
because many aspects of crimes—including o ' : :
victim and offender characteristics, crimd Note: Detail may not add to total because of rounding. Incluq§s victimizations in which
circumstances. and offender intent— offenders were unarmed. Excludes homicides.
contribute to the ’victims’ iniurv outcomes Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Based on data from

. J. y ’ the National Crime Victimization Survey.
* In most cases victims who used
Figure 2. Handgun Crime Victimization for Selected Table 4. Handgun Crimes in
Age Groups, by Race and Sex, 1987-1992 Which Offenders Shot at Victims,
1987-1992
40 4
5 Per cent of
8 351 handgun
§_ crimes
2 30 —
b= Shot at victim 16.6%
S 251 Hit victim 3.0
o} Missed victim 13.6
% 20 + Nongunshot injury 1.6
5 No physical injury 12.0
g 15 Did not shoot at victim 83.4%
% 10 - Other attack/attempt 19.9
> Verbal threat of attack 154
g 5 § Weapon present 46.8
o N\ Other threat 0.8
E o \\\\\\\\& \\\\& Unknown action 0.5
b4
All ages 16-19 years 20-24 years Average annual number 699,900
[ ] whitemale B Black male White female Black female Note: Excludes homicides.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Based on data
Source of data: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Based on data from the National Crime Victimization Survey. from the National Crime Victimization Survey.

firearms to defend themselves or theiduring larcenies. Loss of firearms througfhis article is based on the Bureau of Jus-
property were confronted by offenders whdarceny was as likely to occur away frontice Statistics Crime Data Brief “Guns and

were either unarmed or armed with weaportee victim's home as at or near the home&rime,” NCJ-147003. Copies of the report
other than firearms. On average betwedm 53 per cent of the firearms theftsare available through the Alaska Justice Sta-
1987 and 1992, about 35 per cent (or 22,00@andguns were stolen. tistical Analysis Unit, Justice Center.

per year) of the violent crime victims
gﬁfegf?'enr?dtgf r\?vshe(l)vzsisv(\gltf;] : dflrgafrirpe?rcn?d Table 5. Victimizations in Which Firearms Were Stolen, 1987-1992
(Because the NCVS collects victimizatior] Average annual number.

data on police officers, its estimates of th

D

use of firearms for self-defense are likely tp Crime in which Handgun(s) ~ Other gun(s) Total
include police use of firearms. firearm was stolen stolen stolen incidents
Questionnaire revisions introduced in Violent crime 5,300 2,600 7,900
January 1993 will permit separateg Personal theft 33,900 22,300 56,200
consideration of police and civilian firearm Household theft 31,700 20,900 52,600
cases.) Household burglary 105,300 112,000 217,200
Motor vehicle theft 4,400 2,400 6,700
Theft of Firearms Total 180,500 160,200 340,700

Note: Detail may not add to total because of rounding.

 Although most thefts of firearms (64%

occurred during household burglaries, g
Significant percentage (32%) occurred Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Based on data from the National Crime Victimization Survey.

This table measures theft incidents, not number of guns stolen.
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Guns and Crime in Alaska, 1987-1992

This table and chart illustrating the useot for robbery or aggravated assault.  reported to the police and includes murders.
of firearms in crime in Alaska are based on Because the National Crime Victimiza-Hence, comparison between the data pre-
UCR data for Alaska and for the U.S. orion Survey (NCVS)—upon which the ac-sented in this table and chart and the previ-
the use of firearms in the commission o€ompanying article, “Guns and Crime,” isous article should be done cautiously.
the crimes of murder, robbery, and aggrasased—surveys victims, it reflects data both Moreover, data on the use of firearms in
vated assault. (Rape is notincluded because crimes reported to the police and thosdolent crime in Alaska should be consid-
UCR data do not indicate the weapon usetiat were not reported. It does not obtaiared carefully, as reporting inconsistencies
in commission of rape.) The type of fireinformation on murders. The Uniformand variation in the number of crimes—
arm—handgun, rifle, shotgun, or type unCrime Reporting (UCR) system adminisparticularly murder—committed from year
known—is specified in cases of murder, butered by the FBI includes only those crimeso year may affect statistical significance.

Table 1. Percentage of Crimes in Alaska and the U.S. in Which Firearms Were Used, 1987-1992

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
% % % % % %
Total committed Total committed Total committed Total committed Total committed Total committed
number with number with number with number with number with number with

of crimes firearms  of crimes firearms  of crimes firearms  of crimes firearms  of crimes firearms  of crimes firearms

Alaska
Murder and nonnegli-
gent manslaughter 51 61% 33 62% 43 61% 37 51% 45 44% 44 61%
Handguns 39 44 29 37 36 39
Rifles 12 15 28 11 7 16
Shotguns 10 3 4 3 2 7
Robbery 376 32% 370 30% 352 34% 419 37% 643 33% 628 34%
Aggravated assault 1,569 26% 1,858 19% 1,882 22% 2,005 22% 2,192 24% 2,557 24%
U.S.*
Murder and nonnegli-
gent manslaughter 17,963 59% 17,971 61% 18,954 62% 20,045 64% 21,505 66% 22,540 68%
Handguns 44 45 48 50 53 55
Rifles 4 4 5 4 3 3
Shotguns 6 6 6 6 5 5
Type unknown 5 5 4 5 5 5
Robbery 517,704 33% 542,968 33% 578,326 33% 639,271 37% 687,732 40% 672,478 40%
Aggravated assault 855,088 21% 910,092 21% 951,707 22% 1,054,863 23% 1,092,739 24% 1,126,974 25%

* U.S. figures include only those crimes for which weapon was identified.

Source of data:  Crime Reported in Alaska, Alaska Department of Public Safety, Uniform Crime Reporting, 1987-1992 (for Alaska figures); Crime in the United
States, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reporting (for national figures).

Figure 1. Percentage of Murders in Alaska andrthe U'.S. ih Which Fireérrﬁs Were Used, 1987-1992
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Source of data:  Crime Reported in Alaska, Alaska Department of Public Safety, Uniform Crime Reporting, 1987-1992 (for Alaska figures),; Crime in the United States,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reporting (for national figures).
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1995-96 Judicial Fellows Program

The Judicial Fellows Commission in- Supreme Court of the United States, thBrogram and application procedure is avail-
vites applications for the 1995-96 JudiciaFederal Judicial Center, the Administrativeable upon request from
Fellows Program. The Program, estabOffice of the United States Courts, or the

lished in 1973 and patterned after the Whité&nited States Sentencing Commission. Vanessa M. Yarnell
House and Congressional FellowshipsCandidates must be familiar with the fed- Administrative Director
seeks outstanding individuals from a varieral judicial system, have at least one post- Judicial Fellows Program
ety of disciplinary backgrounds who aregraduate degree and two or more years of Supreme Court of the United States
interested in the administration of justicesuccessful professional experience. Fellow- Room 5
and who show promise of making a contri-ship stipends are based on salaries for com- Washington, DC 20543
bution to the judiciary. parable government work and on individual (202) 479-3415
Four Fellows will be chosen to spend asalary histories, but will not exceed the GS
year, beginning in late August or early Sep45, step 3 level, presently $74,054. The application deadline is November 18,

tember 1995, in Washington, D.C. at the Information about the Judicial Fellows1994.
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